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[sland Views

Letterstothe editor

Objective journalism
Congratulations on being 50 objective on
covering issues (you doubtless have person-
al opinions—but we can't tell what). Awe-
some journalism.
-Norma Floyd, Lexington, Mass. and Peaks
Island

Preserving our island

L]

community

The Island Independence Commitiee is
alive, well and functioning. [1C members and
supporlers are committed o our mission:
the preservation and protection ol a diverse,
year-round community that involves island-
ers in meaningful decision-making. Many
Peaks Islanders have indicated, by their in-
put at recent 11C public meetings and other
communications, that they want the 11C to
continue until our mission is complete,

Such a mission deserves our attention so
that Peaks Island will remain a community
where young families can afford to stay and

raise their children, our senjors canafford to
sty as long as they wish, and businesses can
thrive. Dur valued seasonal property owh-
ers will continue to return cach spring o a
vibrant, self-reliant community. As it has for
over 175 years, an open elementary school
will signal that our community is ready to
pass on our dreams (o another generation,

We will work to create an elected Peaks Is-
land Council representing all the voices of
the Island on those issues that will help sus-
tain our diversified and unique community.
We will work to help all islanders feel that
their voices can be heard in City Hall. We
will report to the State and Local Govern-
ment Committee in Augusta regarding the
progress of developing and implementing
the strategies outlined by the new city ordi-
nance. We will work to preserve our island
community, and it is our hope that the city
will join us in this effort.

-Lynine Richard and the entire [slayd Inde-
pendence Commilles

Little Diamond Dispatches

BY LinDA TYLERAND PETERWALCH

June has turned out to be a kinder month
this year than last. It's good to shed (mostly}
the Bean fleeces, much as we love them.

We've niever seen the island so resplendent
with Rora—cultivated and wild (apparently
there was such a perfect balance of rain and
sun earlier in the year thal Nancy and Bob
Jordan are going to dry some of their aspar-

use in their lreplace this win-
ter), Little Diamond is so green, in fact, that
Jim Lausier from Peaks is coming over to talk
o s July 15 abowt * The Good, The Bad, and
The Ugly.”

Jim's a gardening gens anyway, but it will
be especially helpful 10 learn aboul those
pesky invasive plants (o avoid, (We hope you
read the June 5 New York Times article aboul
the goais put to work by the City of Chatta-
nooga, Tennessee, to help handle the kud-
zut “In Tennessee, ‘Goals Eat the Vine Thal
Ate the South." Kudzu is a vining plant that
was introduced by the Japanese to the LS at
the 1876 Philadelphia Centennial Exposition
and which was put to use as a soil erosion so-
lution by the 11.5. Soil Conservation Service
in 1935, Kudzu, we've heard, can grow a foot
a day, and we applaud the non-invasive and
organic solution Chattadooga came up with
to keep the vine out of the city’s tunnels—
not that we're pitching for a hend of goats on
the island. Shall we restrain from the obvious
and corny “other than the old ‘goats’ already
here?”)

Where did bittersweel come from, any-
way?

Speaking of Chattanooga, it is now home
io the former Island Holiday which now
sports blue and white colors with a touch of
orange to honor the Volunteers. Her name
was changed to The Cat in a spurt of total-
Iy unimaginarive non-thinking—we imag-
ine that her buyers saw The Cat coming in
to Portland harbor from Nova Scotia and
thought no further. Alas, at leastshe is on the
water, albeit the Tennessee River, were she
ferries tourists ‘round the bends.

And speaking of ferries, how are you doing,
Casco Bay Lines? We do welcome Catherine
Debo and her handling of tasks at hand; at
least, we hear good reports. Now for that in-
ner bay route ... We also applaud Scott John -
ston, our new representative on the Casco
Bay Island Transit District board of directors.
He's gonna be good.

We're glad, too, 1o see a harbor police boat
sirening wayward speeders to a halt, So far,
we've nol seen/heard (oo many cigarette
boats screaming by, but then they do seem to
wait until about 7 p.m. when officials seem
not ta on the clock. The number of boals in
the bay now is remarkable, isn't it? 1ts an in-
teresting dilemma: at what cost pleasure? On
the one hangd, it’s a good thing that so many

people now have access to the same plea-
sures that formerly were reserved for the
maore allluent; on the other, as our planet
becomes more fragile, should we reconsider
ourdefinitions of pleasune?

It was indeed a pleasure for us to wilness
both Zoe Lee's 16% birthday party (celebrat-
ed after the fact) lune 16 and Susan Ingalls's
annual “schools out ” get-tagether for nieces

‘and nephiew the very next day. Robin Bish-

ops Quonset-huat-size tent accommodated
spill-aver sleepers tor both: it was nudged.
fully set up, from one lawn to the other al-
ter Zoe’s fmends yawned their way out. Lots
of croquet and whiflle ball and soccer inter-
spersed by giggles galore,

Randall Hobbs is back to mowing lawns
while we've seen little of the rest of his family,
probably because mother Susan is still recu-
perating from hip surgery. We look forward
(o Susan’s recovery, not only because we care
but also because she so adeptly runs the is-
land store. Now that Bean [leeces have been
shed, islanders are cager (o don the swell
L1 sweatshirts that come from islander Bill
Stauffers Storreyiime.

Speaking of Staulfers, this island is blessed
with such an adorable bunch of kids right
now that it has become a commaon comment
on the path, and Sarah and Tory, alang with
sidekick Hannah Johnston, look like kids
in the best-ever llustrated children’s book
aboul the juys of Maine beaches,

Then there are Gabe and Eben who un-
knowingly have fans on all porches fronting
on their leisurely walk to and from the dock,
Parent Monty Hagen has more patience than
is humanly possible for all the fascinations
the kids find along the path while co-parent
Jim Harrison is mooring his boat. Last night
it was the swell "snow” shower rugosa rose
pedals can produce, followed by the motor-
ized vehicle Clint Blood's big rocks can furn
into with alittle imagination.

On the older progeny front: wow those
Asen boys! Both Peter and Jonny are politi-
cal wizards. Jonny Is working in Portsmouth,
MN.H., for the Barak Obama campaign while
Peter is spending his enerpy on hopes that
Mike Brennan will become a U5, sepa-
tor from Maine. The thing is, both of these
young men really care about the state of our
country, and that makes us hopeful,

And finally, the season's first fish story.
Dennis Carrier came o the house this morn-
ing with a smile as long as the striper he had
caught 15 minutes before in front of the Rud-
nicki’s. It must have weighed 80 pounds.
Okay, subtract the zero, But it was huge. How
huge? So huge that Dennis had to take off the
head and tail Lo get il Lo fit in a contractors
bucket to be washed before we share it via
Peter's special cooking method. Ah, summer.

Answering questions about Peaks Island Land Preserve

BY LYNNE RICHARD

The Peaks Island Land Preserve (PILP) be-
gan in 1943 as a community effort 1o pre-
serve Battery Steele. PILP's mission is “the
acquisition, preservation, & stewardship
in perpetuity of Peaks Island lands for the
use and enjoyment of islanders & visitors.”
Recently, the board has received gquestions
about our mission and the work we do. This
article will attiempt to answer those ques-
lions.

Can PILP change the goals for properties
under easement or owned by PILP?

PILF owns some properties, and holds
conservation easemenis on others. We
partner with Oceanside Conservation Trust
(DT 1o give and hold easements on each
others' properties. For instance, PILP owns
Battery Steele, and OCT holds the easement.
This arrangement resulis ina double layer of
protection for the property.

Conservation easements generally spell
out what can and cannot be done on a prop-
erty and are permanent. Where there aren't
easemenis on a property there could be flex-
ibility about future uses, though any actions
must align with PILP's mission and would be
subject to review by the state Attorney Gen-
eral. However, PILP is committed to pur-
suing easement protéction for every PILP
property and in no case will PILP act against
the wishes of the orginal donor of the prop-
erty.

What does PILP do with the properties?

It is a huge amount of work 1o manage
each property. Management plans must be
produced and implemented for each prop-
erty. Generally we like to involve abutters,
stakeholders, and stewards to develop, pri-
aritize, and implement goals aligned with
PILP's mission and éasement conditions.
Plans may include clean-ups, invasive spe-
cies control, trail mamntenance, and other
activities that preserve naiural places for the
publicsuse and enjoyment.

Does PILP intend to own or control the
wholelsland?

Mo, We presenty have about 150 acres
conserved. PILP is interesied in proper-
ties that would be suited to preservation

for public enjoyment. These might include
properties with existing trails, water access,
or species of special significance. Because
of the work involved, PILP does not need (o
own properties that are not threatened by
development because they are wellands, oo
small for building, or otherwise protected.

Last year, with the help of our Island Insti-
tute Fellow Sarah Curran, PILP researched,
piloted, and approved a new “Land Acquisi-
tion Criterta.”

Any time a property is offered to us, board
members will use the criteria for an assess-
memnt to determine whether or not to add
the property to conserved acreage on the is-
land. Properties earn points for natural fea-
tures, existing public access or trails, habitat
value, and other characteristics. Properties
can also lose points if they are inaccessible,
otherwise protected, or better suited for an-
otheruse

Is PILP In competition with Homestart
(the affordable housing group) for proper-
ties on Peaks Island?

No. We don't believe that every inch of the
island should be undeveloped. The PILP
board recognizes that maintaining the di-
versity of our island population is crucial o
our community, and therefore to the future
of PILE It is especially rewarding for board
members to know that PILP lands are used
by children and families. Our Land Acqui-
sition Criteria recognizes that some prop-
erties are better suited to affordable hous-
ing than to conservation, and PILP Board
members support efforts to bring affordable
housing opportunities to Peaks Island.

PILP's annual membership meeting will
he held at the 5 Maine on July 26, begin-
ning at Gpm. Entertainment post-imeet
mg will be provided By Ronda Dale Wiog-
field & Kevin Attra. For membership or ad-
ditional information, visit our website at
www. preservepeaks.ong.

Editors note: Homestart i i o rganization
o Peaks Islard thet has been granted federal
non-profit status for the purpose of develop-
ing affordable housing on Peaks. The argani-
Ziltion is warking toward developing (03 first
profect.

Summer music series starts with “mopera”

BY FAITH YORK

With a stretch of 90-degree days al-
ready behind us, we know well thal
summer, in all its glory, has arrived. For
cerfain, it must be time for music at the
Fifth Maine!

Every other Wednesday evening at 8
pm, the Peaks [sland Music Association
presents something new and exciting
foristand music lovers.

The first concert of the season, July
11, will feature a special celebration of
opera. Our very own, world-renowned
Julie Goell will appear in a new version
of her uproariously funny one-woman-

show, “Opening Night Carmen,”

This fresh genre — "mopera”—brings
tolife mop, gloves, and double bass in a
last ditch-effort te help the poor clean-
ing lady of the apera house finally gar-
ner her own applause. *Opening Night
Carmen” has been called a “celebration
of the imagination.”

Opening for Julie that evening will
be special guest lyric sopranc Leela
Nowrangi. Born in India, Leela came (o
the LL5. at the age of six. With a Master
of Music degree in voice from the Cath-
olic University of America, Washing-

please see MUSIC, page 8
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4 Thisisland life &

BY GEORGE ROSOL

What's the difféerence beiween a man’s
suit and a dog? A man’s suil has a vest
and adog, just pants.

Well, there was many a panting dog in
the recent wave of heat on Feaks. We is-
landers can wsually cope with climate
change. Bul extreme heat seems to go
a bit beyond our ability to

cul, it is a different story. The island is
no longer populated by shirtless kids
with push mowers, It is awash with lo-
goed crews equipped with sit-down,
stand-up, and lie-down mowing ma-
chines that could compete at weekend
monsier rallies. These turbo-charged
beautics are gracelul as ballet dancers as

they slither through and

adapt. One stray dog came
to our door with an emp-
iy water dish clamped be-
Iween ils teeth. A lemon-
ade stand offered a warm
drink for 25 cents a cup plus
a gquarter more for each ice
cube. The grocery store sold
out of hagged ice and under-
arm deadorani.

An island society in such
close guarters can live with-
ot the ane but not without
the other. Road tar turned
to molten licorice, and sofl-
ened reclaim drew stripés on the spines
of back road bikers.

While visiting a friend, [ saw an AL unil
in his froot ropm sindow. He invited me
lo st nearit in order 1o coal off. The only
problem was that the thing was blowing
hot outside air into the room. My friend
informed me that the machine hadn't
worked since 1986 bul having il there
and turned on provided Vi tual cool
ing: He claims that comfort s a product
of mental attitade. | complimented him
o his Zen Phyvsics-and returned o the
warld of mere sweltering mortals with
stuck thermostats, mental and mechan-
ical.

&ha

The wait fora parking space at (the CBL

garage is now severa] generations long. Tt
seems thesame when geffing consiroc-
tion projects slaried and pmpleted on

Peiiks.

PULCwhan, it comes 4o gelling, adlawn

around bushes and trees
and rocks, where not a
single blade ol grass has
a chance o grow to ma-
Lurity.

Spoliers roam the is-
land and report high grass
te mower central, where
teams, like trained [lire-
fighters, slide down poles
and leap into their trucks,
trailers, and trams and
race (o thie h1|ghll'd Spals,
Peaks is the new gardens
al Versailles. The island is
now kempt, maybe 1oo kempt. Our im-
age, once beautifully scraggled, is chang-
ing belore our eyes.

Must we weedwhack with abandon?
Can’t we allow same tufis of crabgrass to
spring up here and there? Can’t we have
goll carts withiout the golf course? Island
grass is mol Kentucky Blue. It s Maine
Gireen inspring and Maine Yellow in Au-
gust, I 1s accusiomed 10 a cutting fwo or
three thmes a summer and mayhe once
more during a wamm wel fall, Nestled
among the dandelions, vur grass thrives
when it stands tall enough to catch the
col ocean breeze. Bumper stickers
arise! Give crabgrass a4 chance. Rescue
the fescue,

@

It Is & fact that show business celebri-
ties vacation on remole istands insearch
al privacy. This has been verilicd by
scouls hired (o ferrel them pul for repu-
pablgmagazines like ™ latwo and Heroe,

“Grand Oprah,” “Abs and Pecs,” ete. A
high percentage of dayvisitors come for
the thrill of the star hunt,

It is impossible (o completely protect
our high profile residents, We all know
and recognize our noted "eccentric.” And
our Nicholson look-alike: although there
are some who believe he i5 the real arti-
cle disguised as a stand-in. | have been
mistaken forastring of long-dead actors.
When the light and distance and stance
are just right, I have been mistaken for
Spencer Tracy, Wallace Beery, Tom Mix,
Elmer Fudd and a living Philadelphia TV
weatherman. | carry and hand out auto-
graphed headshots of these personali-
ties to satisfy fans,
who would rather
shake my hand or
[ear away a swatch
of shirt. Or 1 tell
them to be gquiet
because, "1'm hunt-
ing wabhits. [Teh,
hehheh.”

At arecent dinner
cut  with  friends.
| waded through
who-owed-what. A
young man, sitting
al the next table
and watching thai
noisy exercise, fig-
tred that 1 eame as
close o heing a No
biel Lavreate in evo-
niovmikes as he'd find
on Pieaks.

e introduced
himsell a8 a stu-
dent whose sum-
mer project s Lo
study.  Maine  1s-
lander mondy and
how it is spent. Our
Mesear: !il'[ 't.1|l.| k1S
difficult o lgure
rich from poor on
Peaks froim appedr-
ances alone, Hoos-
g5 el ol plumb,

41 UNION WHARF, NO 4
PORTLAND, ME 04101

PH: 207.699.2998

cars that wouldn't be considered safe
at a demolition derby, mongrels, ferals,
hand-me-downs, hand-me-ups.

1 tell him that we all have some money,
Some more, bul more, less. And that we
carry precious little in our pockets. That
only about 3 of the 800 islanders have ev-
ercarried a 50-dollar bill, and that an ex-
hibition of 100-, 500-, and 1,000-dollar
bills was brought to Peaks for a once-in-
a-lifetime chance to see and touch that
kind of money. That kids still look Tor
pennies and nickels in the streets. 1 then
erased his rising doubt when he saw that
| paid my dinner check with newly mint-
ed Peaks Istand scrip.

WWW. WINKARCH.COM

T WILL WINKELMAN |5 PROUD TO
ANNOUNCE THE CREATION OF:

WINKELMAN ARCHITECTURE

ALL ARE INWMITED.TO AN: 2
OPEN -ﬂFFiCE:: P

gt
AT 41 UNION WHARF, INDFLR

! FRIDAY, JUNE 29, 2007
4:00 - 7:00 Ada

Islanders Proudly Serving Islanders S

Specializing in:

* Excavation

* Site Work

* Septic Systems
* Dniveways

We gladly accept Visa & Mastercard

| Lionel Plante Associates

1'.

ince

1962

L.P.A., Ine.

* Island Delivenies Of Sand, Stone,
Gravel Lumber & Building Supplies

* MARINE SERVICES
* Barge Transportation
* Marina Services, Slips,
Moorings, Gas & Diesel

L.P.A.

Specializing in:

Home Heating Fuels *

#2 Fuel, K-1 & Propane *

24 Hour Burner Service *

Furnace Installations *

Propane Appliances Sold & Serviced *

Master Service Technicians:
e Temy Mulkem

e (Coley Mulkem

Licensed Journeyman:

« Guy Fradette

Licensed Delivery & Tank Setter Technicians:

Terry Mulkem
Coley Mulkem
Guy Fradette
Jay Soule
Marty }r_{ulkcm

Fuels, Inc.

98 Island Avenue Peaks Island Maine 04108 Phone: (207) 766-2508 Fax: (207) 766-2507
Email: Iplante@maine.rr.com
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Chebeague Chronicles

By D.]. COLBETH

Everything old Is new agaln

On June 24th, Chebeague Island
residents gathered together at the
recreation center o elect the firs
selectmen and schoaol board of their
new town and te begin a new chap-
terof the history of Chebeague.

In the weeks and even days pre-

ceding this election, it was unclear

who all would make up the leader-
ship of the Town of Chebeague Is-
land as the preliminary nominat-

ing process had bepun informally
with neighbor to neighbor, friend
to Irlend and family to family con-
versations about who should run for
election and why.

There was no candidates night nor
posting of candidates, And so the
slate of nominees evolved in typi-
cal island fashion: slowly and delib-
erately

Creating the town had required
the efforts of nine transition repre-
sentatives and over 100 volunteers.
Running it would

766-2390

Whole Dog Camp

www.wholedogcamp.com
Because a dog's mind is too good to waste.

be no different. On
this day, we were to
choose five select-
man 1o conduct the
municipal business
of our town and five
school board mem-
bers to be the stew-
ards of our educa-
tional system.

Alter the necessary
procedural [ormali-
ties, nominalions

S

k

from the floor were taken for the po-
sition of selectman. Chris Rich was
the lirst to be nominated for the po-
sition ol seleciman and subsequent-
I¥ the first to speak as each candi-
date was invited to share their rea-
sons for seeking office, their vision
for the island’s future or any other
personal comments.

Chris approached the micro-
phone, shared a few words he said
he had jotted down at breakfast just
this morning and in doing so, set the
tone for Chebeague's first election.

"In my mind, the whoele reason
for seceding was to allow islanders
to decide the future of Chebeague.
Obviously, children are the future
of any place. Thus, the school mst
be protected and nurtured. [Us my
hope that our children will feel a
sense of place in this place; both in
its history and the varied interests
and ahilities of today's inhabitants.
This sense of pride in and love lor
the istand will assure its future.

"Many say that Chebeague has no
future as a year-round community.
They say that economics rule every-
thing and it will become an exclu-
sive resort, But love and pride are
not ruled by economics. This island

r

0O

new construction

renovations

additions

kitchens

-r:&?

d

(8

Thompson Johnson

W o

de:-‘.ign

green building

insured

Serving the Islands of Casco Bay
207.766.5919 www.tjwhome.com

. I
Tuesdays- shop for groceries before 11:30am
and they will be delivered by Casco Bay Lines

to Peaks Island that afternoon!

For more information Inguire at Forest Ave. Hannalord
or call 761-5965, Normal boal fee applies.

is in our blood, a very part of us, and
we of it. We must maintLain a reso-
lute determination to succeed. Will
it be easy? Definitely not. Perlection
is not one of mankind'satiributes.

“1 feel that we should maintain
the core of what is important Lo us,
MNeeds must be met before wants,

“On the other hand, if opportu-
nities arise that might lead to the
long-term betterment of the com-
munity, they should definitely be
examined. I don’t feel that we need
blemish-free roads or a grandiose
town hall or anything frivolous and
just for show.

"1 feel that small-scale businesses
should be enconraged rather than
discouraged. Likewise, case of com-
muting should be maintained, Peo-
ple dont live here because it is more
caonvenient or less cosily.

"They live here [or two reasons;
they are born inte it and this life is
part of them, or they are seeking
something different in this increas-
ingly homogenized world of cookie-
cutler suburbs and strip malls.

“May we always preserve this dif-
ference, this sense of place and be-
longing so rare in today's world.
May we also remember those who
were against secession? They were
doing what their hearts told them to
do just as we who [avored secession
were doing. We are all valued resi-
dents of this island, May God bless
Chebeague!”

Elected as selecimen were:

Herb Maine, who reflected that it
was his two children who made him
maost aware of the closeness of com-
munity and the support it offers to
each one of its members.

Mark Dyer, who spoke of the hard
work that is ahead of us and his will-
ingness to do this work and sugges!-
ed that we will all be learning as we
go along,

Chris Rich, cited his reason for
supporiing secession as the way to
allow islanders 1o make decisions
about their future.

Leon Hamilton, who cautioned us
about knowing the difference be-
tween what we need and want and
keeping some things about Che-
beague just the way they are.

Donna Damon, who said that we
can make this community just what
we want it to be and that our gov-
ernment should not hinge as much
onagreeing as it about dialogue and
discussion.

Next on the agenda was the elec-
tion of the school board. Each can-
didate addressed the voters.

Elected were:

Carol White, who spoke of the ex-
citement of having our own island
school board and reassured the vol-
ers that whichever candidaies were
elected, the island would be served
well.

Jerry Wiles, who applauded all the
school committee'’s efforts 1o date,
reflected that we still have a long
way to go and aflirmed his willing-
ness o continue to work with the
schools,

Jen Belesca, who believes in her
heart that with the help of all , the
Chebeague school can deliver the
very best education to each of our
children.

Ken Pelion, who said thal our
school facility will require some up-
dating and that he is honored 1o be
on the ballot and willing to serve.

Beverly lohnson, who would like
to seea menloring/advisory system
in place [or all students grades K-12
s0 that all kids can succeed.

Congratulation to both our new
boards!

Postscript: Once we were the Town
of Cumberland, now we are now the
Town of Chebeague Island. Howev-
er, we are still the same people: peo-
ple who love where they live, peo-
ple who take care of one another,
and people who have dillerences of
opinion. None of which is likely to
change soon.



