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December at the Peaks Island Branch Library
129 Island Avenue * 207.766.5540 * peaks@portlib.org
Tuesday: 1-7 pm Wednesday: 9 - 12 Friday: 10 — 4 pm Saturday: 9 — 12
Face masks are Strongly Recommended in the library
The library will be closed on Saturday, December 24 & Saturday, December 31

Mix Media by Betsy Thompson
An educator by training, Betsy is a self-taught mixed-media artist and illustrator.
This exhibit will be on display November - January 2023
Stop by the library during open hours to view.

The Peaks Island Knitting Group meets Tuesday, December 3, at 4 pm - 5 pm in the library.
Bring your current project and join other knitters for conversation and inspiration. All are
welcome as are all skill levels.

Tuesday Adult Book Discussion Group meets Tuesday, December 13 at 7 pm in the
Commuinity Room to discuss DownEast: Five Maine Girls by Gigi Georges, January’s book is
The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict & Victoria Murray. Contact the library if you would
like to reserve a copy of the book.

Creative Writing for Kids, grades 3, 4, & 5 Tuesdays, 3:15 - 4:15 in the library. Can’t make it
every Tuesday, join us on the ones you can. Journals & pencils provided.

Middle School Book Group - Tuesday, December 27 at 5:45 pm. Join us to chat about books,
authors, illustrators, play literary games and have fun.

We will have Take & Make bags during December, starting December 6th.

FRIENDS OF TEIA

The Board of Friends of TEIA wishes to thank the Peaks Island Community and Businesses in
advance in thinking of Friends and what it offers each year to your children or your neighbors
children by supporting our organization as you can.

This past summer 34 Peaks Island year-round children attended our fully funded summer
camps at TEIA learning new skills and making new friendships. Fourteen children attended the
sailing programs ranging from the beginner levels up through joining the race team traveling to
other clubs and hosting a regatta here on Peaks. Thirteen children attended the kids camp for
children 5-8 and five joined in the afternoon tween camp. Ten children learned basic tennis
skills through game play.

To make this all happen our funding is accomplished by giving to Friends of TEIA (PO Box 87
Peaks Island , ME) each fall and donations from the Color and Pages of Peaks Art Show and
Pancake Breakfast held every July at TEIA.

Please look forward next spring for information on 2023 camps at TEIA and the application
process. Friends of TEIA welcomes all island children to participate in these programs.

Contact Stephanie Castle for further information at sealights99@aol.com



Deadline for the January STAR is Sunday, December 25th. Submissions may be o
emailed, dropped off at the library or put into our outside bookdrop.

0 PEAKS ISLAND CHILDREN’S WORKSHOP
0 0 71 Herman Avenue director@picwmaine.org 766-2854 www.picwmaine.org
o THE PEAKS ISLAND CHILDREN'S WORKSHOP WILL BE CLOSED from 12:30 on

December 23" and will reopen after the winter break on January 374,

Hard to believe that winter is nearly upon us! Here at PICW, we have been enjoying the weird warm days,
bundling up on the chilly ones, all while settling into the holiday season. Our Infant/Toddler class has been busy
experimenting with paint, dancing their sillies out, and practicing walking, freezing, and running around our
quiet little neighborhood. The Preschool Room has been leamning all about food in their play kitchen and
grocery store. They made sweet potato fries one day and are very curious about kiwis! We welcomed families
back into our building in November and look forward to celebrating our tiny school community with a Winter

a Solstice celebration in December.

A very big thank you to all the generous community members, both near and far, who sent notes and donations
in memory of Otis Thompson. These thoughtful contributions will be put to good use in our classrooms.

PICW is accepting applications for part/full time care on our WAIT-LIST. Contact Arria at director@picwmaine.org_for
applications. The Board of the PICW is always open to suggestions and communication from the community. Please contact us
through Board Chair, Heather Thompson, at heather@juniperdesignbuild.com.

PEAKS ISLAND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The colder season has certainly been a bustling one at PIES! We had a fabulous author/illustrator
visit from Chris Van Dusen thanks to our generous Peaks Island Fund grant. Students and staff were
delighted by Chris's readings, drawing demonstrations and collaborative illustrations of very inventive
animals from students’ suggestions!

The following week we took a wonderful field trip on warm and sunny day to the Brick Store
Museum in Kennebunk to view, "The Great State of Illustration in Maine" that showcases the work of 80
illustrators with Maine connections. Curated by Peaks own Scott Nash and Nancy Gibson-Nash, we were
thrilled to have Scott give us a personal tour of this stunning exhibition. Students brought paper, pencils
and clipboards as they were inspired to sketch their own illustrations while exploring the galleries. Our visit
culminated with Scott demonstrating his own illustration techniques to a very captive audience - a very
special trip, indeed!

The week prior to the Thanksgiving break, our PreK through grade 5 students participated in very
engaging STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) experiences thanks to a mini-residency from
the Portland Public Schools Mobile Makerspace with PPS Makerspace coordinator Karen Shibles. Working
with partners throughout the week, students were presented with hands-on problems to solve that followed
specific criteria and heeded to given constraints. Their collaborative work was quite remarkable. Among the
many projects that students engaged in, their creations ranged from building wildlife bridges to protect
animals traversing busy highways and using microbit midroprocessors to code which ultimately led to
students being able to play songs from a microbit library, and compose their own music on cardboard
guitars that they created - our young innovators engaged in some very impressive work!

All of us at PIES wish Peaks Islanders a very safe, healthy and happy holiday season~
Kelly and the PIES Team



