






101t Portland, Maine, Sunday Telegram, July 19, 1964 
., 

Views The Bay Through New 'Eyes' 

• Peaks Island Home Hides Its Age 
"The return of the native" to Peaks Island has meant the 

restoration of another of the island's lovely old homes. 

Ansel Sterling, former director of art for the city of \1\'est
brook and local a.r t teacher, and his wife have returned to the 
Sterling homestead where they honeyn-1ooned years ago. JoinUy 
they have planned tht' restoration to preserve the original lines 
of this home - the first frame· one on Peaks Island. 

BEFORE 1740 the only houses on Peaks Island in Portl:.:lnd's 
Casco Bay were log cabins. The first frame house, built originally· 
Jn the Greenwood Gardens section of the isla.nd on land owned 
by the Brackett family, was later moved to i ts present location 
on Pleasant Ave. overlooking the inner bay between the Diamond. 
Islands. 

Sterling's family left the !s.Jand when he was four years olrl 
but he isn't the first member of the family to return. 

George Sterling, distinguished for his pioneer work as former 
Federal Communications Commissioner, and Harold Sterllhg, 

/- World War II veteran, are both island residents. 

Living Room 
The living room opens on both sides of the 

house. View at rig·ht shows the Pleasant Ave. view 
along with more jugs at~d glazed ·chintz drapes. An 
1818 coin· was found embedded in original qeams. 
Note wide pine fl oor boards. 
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Ansel Sterlit'g says. ''They didn't have to sell Peaks Island. 
to me. A:1d not just because I 'm a native ei ther. We'd hunted 
up and down the coast fnr an ocean view and t.he one other spot 
we were intere':>ted in befnre our homestead became available had 
a price tag of $15,000 for the land alone." 

STERLING, now in his active "retirement" (a word he shuns), 
is art lecturer at st. Josel'..'h's Academy and this summer holqs 
forth six days a week in a summer session. He and his wife en
joy the island climate. three to f ive degrees warmer than the 
mainland, and find other facili t ies to their liki ng. 

Friendly neighbors mean a lot to Mrs. Sterli ng; the former 
Gladys Willey of Saco. Her husband calls her "Bill" for Willey I 

· The oft-clebated "oldest home on the'is!and'' subject has been 
cleared up by another art teacher, Miss Jessie Trefethen, a 
descendent of one of the island's first families. Miss Trefethen 
says two other homes which vie for the title of "oldest" were 
originally log cabins which have been built around. Thus the 
Sterling hcmestead is, according to Miss Trefethen, the oldest 
frame house - vintage 1818. 

Oldest Frame House 
Island homestead with shingled 

exterior has studio added at left in 
offset balance with original kitchen 
ell at right. This front entrance faces 

the harbor with extensive grounds in 
front and spacious garden. Original 
style six-.over-six window panes are 
In authentic period. 



Mrs. Sterling and grandchildren Holly and 
Christopher, with dog Biffy, enjoy fireplace setting 
which includes (beyond picture) earliest style 
dutch oven with wooden covers. The pumpkin pine 
paneling, with strap hinges added, shows also an 
old hook now used to hang matches, but probably 
originally a whale oil lamp hook. The windjammer 
painting, "The Black Horse," is by Sterling." 

The Studio 
Custom matched drift

wood stain covers th~ pine 
paneling in the studio. cur
tains are beige fiberglass. 
The sculptured bust of Ster
ling was done by widely 
known Maine artist Claude 
Montgomery, also of Peaks, 
whose winter studio is in 
Tulsa, Okla. 

An original "fainting" or "swooning" couch, long in the Sterling 
family, was once sent to an auction, then retrieved. In the center 
sh~i.f of the hutch is the silver lustre tea service frcm the keeper's 
house which once stood inside Fort Gorges. 

A partially completed lobster-pot 
mailbox . gives the mailman a novel 
depository. This back of the house 

faces the street with an attractive 
walled garden. 

Little Brown Jug 
Sterling examines part of the ex

tensive collection of salt glaze jugs 
one of which (8th from left) is said 
to be the original which inspired the 
"Little Brown Jug'' song. This shelf 
ls in the kitchen and all colors 

throughout the house including kitch 
en utilities are in brown and melor 
The drapes are textured with lea 
pattern. A Franklin-type stove ·actd 
cheer to the kitchen. 


