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Ginsburg celebrates lawyering for pubhc good

@ The Supremn Court
justice delivers a lecture

‘Monday night in Postland.

By JOSHUA L WEINSTEIN
Slaﬂ Whriter

Ruth Bader Ginsburg knows that
lawyers aren’t exactly beloved.
“Writers from Shakespeare to
have sometimes revealed a
lingering distrust of the lawyers’
trade,” the associate justice of the
United States Supreme Court said in
Portland on Monday night. “But the
legal profession has among its practi-

Strive to change that perception, ju-

rists devoted to, and at work for, the

“Our system ..
works best when
opposing positions
are well-represented
and fully aired.”
Ruth Bader Ginsburg

Coffin Lecture on Law and Public
Service, the justice applauded law-
yers and organizations devoted to
public service, and despaired that
there are not more.

ut 700 people at the

lmpmvement in pnaon conditions and
in mental health care.’

She also spoke warmly of the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union, which she
said has acted “not simply to secure
free speech in particular instances,
but as front-runners in advancing for
all people freedom of thought, expres-

‘sion and association, as well as the

equal protection of the laws.”
Ginsburg, a Columbia Law School
graduate appointed to the United
States Court of Appeals for the Dis-
trict of Columbia by President Carter.
and to the Supreme Court by Presi-
dent Clinton, also mentioned the Na-

tional Association for the Advance-

ment of Colored People. which she

State Street Church, Ginsburg
praised Pine Tree Legal Assistance

said helped end apartheid im America: —

“The NAACP and the ACLU,” she
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public interest legal organizations -
for example, the Mexican-American
legal Defense and Educational
Fund, the National Organization for
Women Legal Defense and Educa-
tion Fund, the National Women's
Law Center and the National Part-
nership for Women and Families.”

While she acknowledged that the
people and organizations she named
generally espouse liberal views, “the
pro bono universe is not confined to
the representation of poor persons,
equal rights advocacy on behalf of ra-
cial minorities or women, free speech
promotion or separation of church
and state enforcement.”

She said that a district attorney
“who resists the lure of private prac-
tice, and instead pursues prosecu-
tions vigorously but fairly, is also a
pro bono lawyer, using his or her
skills not just for personal gain, but
for the good of the public.” -

And she said that conservative
groups such as the Washington Legal
Foundation, the Pacific Legal Foun-
dation and the Mountain States Legal

Foundation are vital organizations

“Competition can be a healthy
thing in the pro bono sphere as else-
where," she said. “Our s;-.r'sltm of jus-
tice works best when opposing posi-
tions are well-represented and fully
aired. 1 therefore greet the expansion
of responsible public-interest lawyer-
ing on the conservative side as some-
thing good for the system, and hardly
a development Lo be déplored.”

Yet, she said, there is too little
public-interest lawyering going on.

“It is generally not ideology that
keeps people from offering their ser-
vices to poor clients,” she said. “It is
more likely to be apathy, selfishness,

or anxiety that one is already
overextended.”
yinsburg, who originally was

scheduled to speak in September, but
delayed the speech because of cancer
surgery, said public service lawyering
offers tremendous satisfactions, and
quoted the Talmudic sage Rabbi
Tarfon.

“The day is short,” she quoted him.
“And the task is much; the workers
are lazy, but the reward is great.”

Joshua L. Weinstein can be con-
tacted at 791-6368 or at:
jweinstein(a ‘pressherald.com
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