Portland Public Library
Portland Public Library Digital Commons

Maine News Index — Portland Press Herald Maine News Index Online

6-27-2001

Obituary of Frances W. Peabody (Frannie Peabody), 98, of
Portland.

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.portlandlibrary.com/news_pph

Recommended Citation

"Obituary of Frances W. Peabody (Frannie Peabody), 98, of Portland." (2001). Maine News Index —
Portland Press Herald. 15509.

https://digitalcommons.portlandlibrary.com/news_pph/15509

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Maine News Index Online at Portland Public Library
Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Maine News Index — Portland Press Herald by an
authorized administrator of Portland Public Library Digital Commons. For more information, please contact
schechter@portlib.org.


https://digitalcommons.portlandlibrary.com/
https://digitalcommons.portlandlibrary.com/news_pph
https://digitalcommons.portlandlibrary.com/news
https://digitalcommons.portlandlibrary.com/news_pph?utm_source=digitalcommons.portlandlibrary.com%2Fnews_pph%2F15509&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.portlandlibrary.com/news_pph/15509?utm_source=digitalcommons.portlandlibrary.com%2Fnews_pph%2F15509&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:schechter@portlib.org

FINAL EDITION

WEDNESDAY

JUNE 27, 2001 -

Frances Peabody
1903-2001

Portland
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Press Herald

“She was quite a lady —quitc a dame.”
—Mary Lou Sprague
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Frances Peabody Ieads the Southern Malne Pride parade in Portland earlier this month a1 age 98, She became the state's best-known AIDS
activist late in her life and founded Peabody louse, a hospice for people with AIDS. “She just worked miracles.” says 1.5, Rep. Tom Allen.

Grande dame of activists dies:

® 'Hurmricane Fran' Peabody was a
lifelong volunteer know for her
compassion and for leading the
startup of AIDS services in Maine.

By JOSHUA L. WEINSTEIN
Staff Witer

rances Peabody was already old. had
F- atready led a distinguished life, when a

new ridd feared disease ealled AIDS
killed ber grandson.

She already had a stack of awnsds from
Gireater Portland Landmarks. from te Sweet-
ser Children’s Home, from the Natlonal Society
of Colonlal Dames of America. She already had

INSIDE ok

Frances Prabody lmk'up the canse of DS
patents when few people woukl diciss 1104

The life and times of Frances Peabody: 1 ook
huck arber handdups and acoomplishments 104

Peabody taught us thit no chudlere v oo great o
stop wuorking on behulf of others tediorial, 8A

served on boards, had published articles, had
been feted

But at 81, the llustrious Peabody - who
traced ber family to the Mayflower - took on a
new mission that brought her renown and acco
lades, that made her n beloved figure in Maine,
‘The old Indy with the cobalt-blue eyes became
the state’s best-known AIDS activist

She was admitted 1o Mercy Hospital duning
the weekend and died Tuesday at | pm, She
was 84

“In Maine, Frannie was the driving force
behind AIDS services,” said Mary Lake, exectr
tive director of Peabody House, a hospece for
AIDS patients. “Belore her, there was nothing.
There were patients, but no services in Mamne.”

Even in the dayx just before her du\lh. Teas
body was busy.

On June 21, she nttended the Peabody House
Board of Trustees annual retreat. Frve days
before that, she was grand marshal of the
Southern Maine Pride parade, decked out ina
pink feather boa

Her family called ber “Numcane Fran.” and
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Back page this section

Saafl phems by Tl Mo Tk

www.portland com




-

/

Helping to put a human face on an epidemic

® Frances Peabody started The AIDS Project at a time
when many were afraid to speak about the discase.

By JOSHUA L. WEINSTEIN

Stafl Wrta

It may not be possible o overstate
Frances Peabody’s importance in Lhe
effort against AIDS in Maine.

She took on the cause when few
people were willing to discuss it. She

' made it possible for polite socicty to
become imvolved.

And cven when some  people

' became complacent, she was dogged.

“Frannie was such a huge, dnving

force  that prl S0 many people

inspired and motivated, it's a loss

that I cant measure,” Mary Lake, the

executive director of Peabody House,

said Tuesday,

Prabody House, which is named
for Frances Peabody., 15 a hospice in
Portland for AIDS patients.

“5He started The AIDS Project and
she is one of the founders of Peabody
House,” Lake said “It was her vision
to have & place like Peabody House ™

Ixborah Shields, executive dirce-

. tor of the AIDS Lodging House and

former exvcutive  director of The
AIDS Project, remembered  Pea-
body's work as well as her vision,
“She was out there,” Shields said.
“She would help wath dient lunches,
she co facilitated a couple of the sup-
port groups, she did a lot of fund

raising :

Peabody visited residents of Pea-
body House weckly and, until the past
few years, brought them homemade
custards. She celebrated their birth-
days and moumnad their deaths

Shields also said that Peabody, who
traced her family lineage to the

Mayflower, “brought constituencies
that wouldnt have come in other-
wise, the, if you will, grande darnes of
Portland. .. She just made it so
much less scary and more palulabk
for people. Who could say ‘no’ m a
nice, 90-year-old grandmother, talk

ing about hcrgrnndmuholnddlul
fromAIDS?" &

And, Shiclds said, even when some .
people fooled themselves into think-

ing the epidemic was over, Peabody
was viglant.

“She was never lulled into compla-
cency,” Shiclds said “There are a ot
of folks out there who say. ‘We have
drugs, it's treatable” Well, the drugs
have hideous side eflects. A lot of peo-
ple can't Lake them, they only Last for
mkngml.nmudmmminglhe
virus™

Geargr.l’mummvd:mﬂoruf
The AIDS Project. offertd similar
thoughts

Sht.’ visited residents
of Peabody House
weckly and brought

custards. She
celebrated their
birthdays and
- mourned their
deaths.

deadly,
AIDS charities are dnc!:nh:ﬂ
people continue Lo become infected.
Peabody recognized that, he saj¢™ ™
“She used 1o say there's a new gen-
cration every day that. we have to
educate,” he sakl

wthem homemade !

“Her 16 years of activism
missed, but her spirit will be carried
on in the lives of those Louched by her
pianeering work and dedication.”

smumeumf

He said many people believe that deﬂmwfnﬂm can be comtncted Gt 7916368 or at

Mmmwuu.nmAlDSunnt

Lxecutive
Director Mary
Lake stands in
frunt of Frances
Peabody's
portrait Tuesday
at Peabody
House, a
bospice for
AlDS patients in
Poriland. “In
Maine, Frannie
was the driving
force behind
ALDS services,”
sayy Lake.
“Before her,
there was
nothing.”

-
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PEABODY

Camtirmuedd from Tage JA

she took life by storm. Before AIDS
came along, she like her mother, was.
an active volunteer,

During World War I she and her
fnends milled bandages for the Hed
Cross,

“We wene very proud to wear the
white kerchiel on our heads with the
red cross in the muddle of our fore
heads,” she told the Kiwanis Club of
Portland in 1997, while accepting a
volunteensm award

She held voluntecr jobs throughout
her years at Smith College In the
19305, when she and bepate hus
band, Millard Peatxuly, lived outside
Boston, she served on the board of
the Students HouseXa home for low-
income women wha came to Baston
10 go to college

During Wordd War 11, she volun
teered for the Red Cross in Washings.
tan, where her hushand worked at
the time. And when she and her hus
band moved to Falmoth Foreside in
1951, she continued.

Historic mwlk:;:m vastly
important to her, and shé was -
national accreditation chalirwoman
for the National Society of Colonial
Dames and a founder of Greater
Portland Landmarks.

"meummdaw.m she was
Lournmﬂbu‘uﬂ lly.” said

bndy I'nr %@ ﬁllﬂ":!v-

ST O TI e

ceeded her as acoreditation chair-
woman for the National Society of
Colonial Dames. “She was in ﬂwm
dumg it She didn't just sit by the side
anl not participate. . .. She was quite
alady - quite o dame.™

In the 1990s, when she was in her
‘803 and 90s, she flew arvund the
United States, speaking with chap
ters of Colonial Dames. advoeating
{or the organization 1o become an
acerediting agency for museum hous.-

But she was best known for her
work with AIDS

When her grandson Peler Vom
Lehh died from the disease, Peabody
reatired that Pertland had no
resources for people with AIDS. 1t
was in the varly days of the epidemic.
Maost people were afruid to discuss
AIDS, and termified Lo be associated
withiL Prabody had no such fear.

She organized a luncheon at the
Cumberiand Club, n bastion of “re-
spectable society ” The AIDS Project,
Maine's first agency dealing with

working.
Peabody Flouse, a
hmwmﬁrpmplc with AIDS, which
opened on Valentine's Day 1
“She just worked miracles,” said
US Hep. Tmm\!im.nl)ﬁmmﬂ
from Poriland who
M.nmc‘l 1st Congress l’nmu:L
Sornchow she had the ability to
attract people to the cause and keep
 Praane parned the agen. sid
“Frannie ages.” sa
Mary Herman, wife of Gov. Angus
. King “Hern's & woman who grew up

pt.q:lcmﬂdleﬁ'umMDS

FRANCES
WILSON

1903-2001

1903
Born in Washington, G C.
Grew up in Santa Fe, N.M.

SAELITTR T S
Gndmcdfrum Smith College with
a bachelor's degree in gavernment
and art history.

1927 -

Hlmed Miliard S. Ptlbody He ran
the Massachuserts manufacturing
firm of EE Taylor Shoe Company.

e | )Y e

Taylor Shoe moved to Augusta That
name year. The Peabodys had three
children stricken with polia. One

Jweinsteini pressherald com

preservauon. She fought for the
of the Portand Museum
of Art's McLellan-Sweat House and

e historic Tate Houte i Portand's
Stroudwater secuon. J

1962 e
Millard 5. Peabody died
1970s and 1980s -
Peabody actively involved in
Greater Pordand Landmarks and
the Maine Historical Society
1984 -
Prabody's 29-year-old grandson,
Peter Vom Lehn, died of AIDS
1985
Helped found the AIDS mem
- 1994
Peabody House opened at 14
Orchard St in Portand It was
named after Frances Peabody. one
of s frve founding trustees. It serves
a3 2 hospece for as many as six
people in the advanced sages of
AIDS.

daughter was bedridden for two 1998 - -
Most people were years. Gov. Angus King decliredsbpril 18-
i i e | g 25 as Frances Peabody Yeek.
S
ajraid to discliss At the end of WorldWar 1L Mr. oo
AIDS, and terrified Peabody moved the rest of his
to be associated with operations to Freeport
tt. Peabody had no o 1951 G
such fear. ;e ity shove to Fakpotnh,
T ~~ 1950s and 1960s -
. After raising her four children. Mrs.
ln;:rnmrhm!s youveererbeen  Peabody beame involved in historic
home. it wits a beautifully Resruts hed sred ; cenpe rphey, 1 ury assistant
/ restored Victorian home - when you i it et g
think of how she grew up and vﬂmﬂ "
she grew up and the rather genl Yet she was humble. there wns magic and strength that
circumstances ... and yet she - Aweck ago. she had breakfastat  came from thoughtful
became a social activist in the ‘805 her home with Portland's police chief, hmwmmmwm
and ‘s with total determination and . Afichael Chitwood. Over muffins and ¢ abott our daughter’s con
comfort. How many people do we coffee and fruit and toast, the two dition, we received notes and tele-
have likr that”  fnends lnughod and reminisced. mmmmmmm
Herman noted that Peabody’s petti-  They talked about her plans to attend frichas, even friends of fiends
Free remaved some of the SUEMA *  her TRth reunion next year who had never met us, assuring us
from AIDS chanities. “Frannie Pea. anq she told the chief, at his request.  that Chardotte would walk again®
body’s life and Late- in-tife mission how she founded Peabody House. After years of physi v and
gave others permission (o be AIDS ~She's gol that cortain laugh about  two operationa, her daughter did, in
activists,” she said. her that just caught you. just hityou °  fact, walk with braces and critches.
Peabody was Iauded for her work. it in the heart,” Chitwood said y
She was the J14th awand recipient vhat a lady ™ dren, Chardotte L l‘aulmguiﬁcn:-s
in [ormer President Bush's daily s Prabody’s hife was marked by both  wille, Calif. Burbam
Iwrslndumﬂwwmlm She held great difficulties and greal secom N
honorary doc et pt body Jr and E Louise
ters from the Um\mlt} of New After her first child, a dsughter, of NY.
England, St Joseph's Callege and wis born. her second child, a son, children and 10 great-grandchikiren.
Bowdoin College. Former Gov. John  died of crib death at 3 months old.
R McKernan proclaimed Nov. 30, “In 1997." she said during her incompilete Tuesday night
1990, “Frannie Peabody Day ~ Last Kiwnnis speech. “our three children
year, the AIDS Action C came down with . We were very Staf Writer Jashua L Wernstein
awarded her its Na Leadership | fortunate that only obe, our oldest cari be contacted af 791-6368 or 6t
Awnand was badly pum‘bmed We leamed that fwetnareind pressherald com
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